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“We Read” is a partnership between the Casper Star-Tribune, the Natrona 
County School District and the Natrona County Public Library, supported by 
local businesses and foundations.  Its aim is to promote and support literacy as a 
community-wide value and reading as an important, multiage, mentoring activity.  
The overall goal mirrors NCSD’s #1 goal — to have students K-3 reading at or above 
grade level by the end of the third grade.  

“My Trib” is published weekly by the Casper Star-Tribune as part of the We Read 
program.

Tell us what you think!
E-mail weread@trib.com

For reading and literacy, contact 577-READ
Content: Natrona County Public Library 577-READ

Natrona County School District 253-5370

By Ed Young

Find this title and more great books for kids, 
free to check out at your public library. 

307 East Second Street, Casper

“Seven Blind Mice” 7
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1, 2, Just For You

3, 4, Ask for more!

Fingerplay

There are many ways to read a book. Here are a few 
suggestions: Read the book straight through with your 
child; spend time looking at the pictures, talking about 
them and telling the story in your own words; or let your 
child read the book to you.

I See the Wind 
I see the wind when the leaves dance by.
(dance hands around)

I see the wind when the trees wave “Hi!”
(wave hand)

I see the wind when the kites fly by.
(raise arms high)

I see the wind when the clouds float up high.
(wave hand gently)

I see the wind when it blows my hair.
(lift hair with hands)

I see the wind ‘most everywhere!
(hold hands out, palms up)

Blowing 
Leaves:
With a pencil or crayon, 
trace over the dotted lines 
from the wind to the blowing 
leaves. Count the leaves 
when you are done. 

Dial-A-Story

This week:

“The North Wind 
and the Sun”

Call 265-6379 to listen.

Hear stories read 
aloud, 24 hours a 

day, at your library. 

Find free books online at 
www.WeReadNatrona.com
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By Jacqueline
Briggs Martin

Jacqueline Briggs Martin had no 
idea when she was a child that 
she would grow up to be a writer. 
She credits her son and daughter 
for inspiring her to try her hand at 
writing. It was because she spent 
so much time reading with them 
that she decided she wanted to 
give writing a try, to see if she 
could create her own books for 
parents and their children to read 
together. “Snowflake Bentley” 
won the Caldecott Award for its 
illustrations in 1999.

“Snowflake Bentley”

Third Grade

ReadINg 
WITh 

SOMeONe 
SpecIal.

SpeNd 20 
MINuTeS 

a daY
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Dear Family,
This month students will 
be reading a biography 
of a man who was so 
intrigued by snowflakes 
that he dedicated his life 
to photographing over 
6,000 of them.  Images 
of these are available 
on the internet.  Be 
sure to talk with your 
child about the following 
words; self-taught, 
photomicrography and 
hexagonal. Ask your 
child, too, what they are 
passionate about and 
how it can become part 
of their life’s work.

Natrona County School District 
Common Core Connection: 

Reading Standards for 
Informational Text: Describe 

the logical connection between 
particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g. 

comparison, cause/effect, first/
second/third in a sequence)



6   My Trib Tuesday, October 22, 2013

© 2013 Universal Uclick

release dates: October 19-25 42-1 (13)

from The Mini Page © 2013 Universal UclickOur Representatives

Who Leads the Congress?

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

  When we read 
about arguments 
or action in the 
U.S. Congress, 
we sometimes 
hear confusing 
terms: caucus, 
majority leader, 
president, 
whip. Have you 
ever wondered if 
someone in the 
Capitol is actually 
using a whip?!
  This week, The 
Mini Page takes a close look at the 
leadership and organization of the U.S. 
Senate and House of Representatives. 
The legislative branch
  Our Constitution divides 
government power into three 
branches:
    • executive (president, vice president 
and the Cabinet departments)
    • judicial (courts)
    • legislative (Congress).
  The legislative branch is where laws 
are made. American citizens elect, or 
choose, senators and representatives 
to make decisions about laws that will 
reflect their wishes.

The U.S. Senate 
and House of 
Representatives meet 
in the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington, D.C. 
This photo shows 
the western front 
of the building. 
House members 
meet in the south 
wing (at the right in 
the photo); Senate 
members meet in 
the north wing. The 
large rooms where 
they meet are called 
“chambers.” 

In session
  Meetings of 
senators and 
representatives 
are called 
sessions. 
A few times 
each year, the 
Senate and 
the House come together for a joint 
session of Congress.
  One of the joint sessions is the State 
of the Union address in January or 
February, when the president of the 
United States speaks about how the 
country is doing and outlines the 
government’s goals for the coming year.

photo courtesy Architect of the Capitol

Leading the Congress
  With 100 senators and 435 
representatives trying to work 
together, someone has to be in charge. 
  In the Senate, the vice president of 
the United States also 
serves as the president 
of the Senate. He or 

she does 
not vote 
unless it’s 
necessary to 
break a tie.
  In the 
House, the speaker of 
the House leads the 
representatives.

President of 
the Senate 
Joe Biden

Speaker 
of the 

House John 
Boehner

President Obama gives 
his 2011 State of the 
Union address.
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The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large  Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor  Lucy Lien - Associate Editor  Wendy Daley - Artist

Caucus …
  Within Congress, the Democrats 
call their party members a caucus 
(KAW-kus). The caucus is the party’s 
organization that helps senators 
and representatives understand 
the party’s goals as they think 
about legislation, or laws being 
considered.
  For example, the 
caucus might take 
a position about 
the importance of 
supporting small 
businesses. If a 
resolution comes 
before the House that concerns small 
business, the caucus will share that 
position with its members.
Conference …
  The Republican group in Congress 
is called a conference. Similar 
to the Democrats’ caucus, the 
Republican conference shares the 
goals of the party with members of 
Congress.
  If the 
conference 
believes that 
taxes are 
too high, 
Republican 
members will receive information 
about upcoming bills that have to do 
with changing our tax system.

  Can you imagine all the subjects 
that members of Congress must 
think about as they make laws? For 
almost any topic that’s important to 
our nation, there is a committee 
of members of Congress. These 
members concentrate on a particular

subject and study the details about 
it, then recommend how the Senate 
and the House should vote.
  Each committee may also have many  
subcommittees. With your class, research 
congressional committees. Which 
ones make decisions that affect you?

Look in your newspaper for articles about 
Congress and the leaders of the Senate 
and House of Representatives. Next week, The Mini Page celebrates Halloween with ideas for a terrorific holiday party.

… and Committees

Congressional Committees Quiz-a-Roonie
    Below are some issues that might affect kids. Match the issue with the 
Senate or House committee that you think would be best at studying the issue 
and making good recommendations for a vote on the Senate or House floor.

1. Improving the quality of 
school lunches.

2. Making security 
screenings at airports 
quicker and more thorough.

3. Finding new and 
renewable sources 
of energy for our 
future needs.

4. Setting high 
standards for 
education so that 
kids can succeed in 
college and as adults.

5. Assuring that 
military workers 
returning home from 
war have the services 
they need to return to 
civilian life.

E. Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Committee

A. House Education 
and the Workforce 
Committee

Answers: 1-D; 2-B; 3-E; 4-A; 5-C.

B. House Homeland 
Security Committee

D. Senate Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry 
Committee

C. Senate or House 
Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee
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By Betsy Haynes

A NEWFANGLED

CHRISTMAS

Chapter 7
A TECHIE TO 
THE RESCUE

Of course The Missus knew 
what to do.

“Hire a techie,” she 
piped up as soon as I’d gotten the 
explanation of the disaster out of 
my mouth.

There she goes again, I thought.  
Using words I don’t understand.

I just stood there for what 
seemed like an hour, but it was 
probably only a couple of seconds.  
Then I sighed.

“Okay.  I give up.  What in 
tarnation is a teckie?”  I snorted.

She gave me a smug look.  “A 

techie,” she began in her best 
school teacher voice, “is a person 
who understands technology.”

“Can he make toys?  That’s 
what I need, someone who can 
make those dadblasted electronic 
toys that grow up right in front of 
your eyes and bark to be petted 
and twirl hoola hoops around 
their middles.”  I grumped.  “Can 
your techie do that?”

“He can do better than that,” 
she said.  “He can teach the elves 
to do it.”

“Humpf!” was all I answered, 
but I was thinking it over.  It 
might be worth a try, if he could 
really teach the elves the way 
she said he could.  I walked over 
to the fireplace and warmed my 

hands over the fire.  I just couldn’t 
imagine my elves turning out such 
far-fetched toys.  But, of course, if 
they were what the boys and girls 
wanted, I’d have to give it a try.  
The kids were depending on me.

“So where could we get one of 
these … these techies?”  I asked.

The Missus patted my cheek 
and handed me a mug of hot 
tea.  “You just let me handle it, 
dear,” she said with a reassuring 
smile.

I smiled back.  I can’t tell you 
how good it felt to have someone 
else solve that particular problem.  
I had been afraid I couldn’t.  And 
then, what would I have done?

Of course, there aren’t many 
problems that I can’t handle, I 
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reminded myself and sipped my 
tea.

The next morning, when I got 
down to breakfast, a young man 
was sitting at the table with The 
Missus.

Her face brightened when she 
saw me come into the room.  
“Santa, dear, this is Nerdly, our 
techie.  He can’t wait to meet the 
elves.”

“Er…um…well, hello, Mr. 

Nerdly,” I said as I looked him up 
and down.  He was tall and as 
skinny.  He had a sparkly earring 
in one lobe and a brown pony 
tail hanging down his back.  He 
wore blue jeans and a scraggly 
sweatshirt.

“It’s a pleasure, SC,” he said.  
“I’ve heard a lot about you.”

So this is what a techie looks 
like, I thought in amazement.  He 
didn’t look much over twelve, 

if he looked a day.  I could 
probably still find him in my 
ledger.  Must have been only a 
couple of years since I delivered 
his toys.  I smiled to myself.  I’d 
play along with him, just to please 
The Missus, but I knew there 
wasn’t anything a kid like him 
could teach me.

To be continued ...
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CHAPTER 
FOURTEEN
Amanda Learns 
Her Fate

STORY SO FAR: The Boulder animals, 
having caught Amanda, bring her to a trial 
of her peers, who will judge her for her thefts, 
mischief, and troublemaking.

As soon the engine stopped, Amanda 
was grabbed by her animal guards and 
taken off the train.

With Hubert leading the way and both 
Philip and Gloria following, Amanda 
was marched forcibly toward the creek.  
There, near a bend in the tumbling waters, 
where thick bushes had grown close to 

the water, was a small jail cell, which had 
been constructed of thorny twigs by the 
squirrels.   

“In she goes!” cried Hubert.
Pickwick held the entryway open, and 

Amanda was thrust inside.
“But what’s going to happen to me?” she 

cried as the entryway was closed and bound 
shut.  It was Rebecca who took up the post 
of guard to keep her from escaping.  

“Tomorrow night,” Hubert informed her, 
“you go on trial!”

Twenty-four hours later, on a cold and 
blustery night, Amanda was brought to 
trial in the amphitheater.  The park animals 
gathered on the benches.  Few were smiling.  
Amanda, no longer very colorful, and 
rather cold and miserable with her bald 
head, was marched to the stage.  She was 
surrounded by a fierce guard of cats, ducks, 
and rabbits.

Hubert the skunk, having black fur — 
save for one white streak — was chosen to 
be the judge.  He looked more like one than 
anyone else. 

Rebecca the coyote was asked to be the 
prosecutor.  But when it came to defending 
Amanda, no one wanted the job.   

Philip stepped forward.  “I guess I’ll do 
it,” he said. “After all, she is my sister.”  

A jury of twelve park animals — two 
squirrels, three raccoons, a couple of cats, 
Miss Matilda, three rabbits, and Lucy the 
dog — sat on one side of the stage.  Hubert 
was in the middle.  

Hubert banged a stick on the stage. 
“The trial of Amanda Raccoon begins.  She 
has been charged with thievery.  There 
is a further charge of endangering the 
community of her friends and family.”  He 
looked toward Amanda. “Do you plead 
guilty or not guilty?”

Keep Your Eye   n Amanda
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Amanda lifted her bald head. “I mean, 
I totally understand where you’re coming 
from,” she said tearfully. “But, like, you’re 
all so boring.  Like, there’s nothing to do.  
So actually, it’s all your fault.”  

“She pleads not guilty!” Hubert 
announced.  He turned to Rebecca. “State 
your case.”

Rebecca stood up, plumped her tail, 
looked at Amanda, looked at the jury, and 
then looked at the audience. “Your Honor, 
this raccoon became a thief.  It was her 
choice to do so though she was urged not 
to do so.  Though told it was wrong, she 
did it.  What’s more, her thievery only 
ended when she was captured, put in jail, 
and brought to trial.  She must pay for her 
wrongful acts!”

Hubert banged his stick.  “Philip,” he 
said, “what have you to say in your sister’s 
defense?”

Philip came forward slowly.  “Well, 
actually, there isn’t much I can say to 
defend Amanda.  She did do all those 
things Rebecca said.  But she is young.  
Only one year old.  And full of energy.  Her 
problem is, she hasn’t learned to consider 
the consequences of what she does.  I guess 
my mom and I would just like to ask for 
mercy.”

“Animals of the jury,” Hubert said, 
“consider and render your verdict!”

The jury members put their heads 
together with much gabbling, barking, and 
squeaking. 

“Animals of the jury,” Hubert asked, 
“have you reached a verdict?”

“Sure have,” said Lucy. “Amanda is guilty, 
but since she is young, we think she should 
be given some mercy.”

Hubert banged his stick. “Amanda, 
rise!”  The young raccoon, holding Philip’s 
paw, stood up.  “You have been found 
guilty.  You are sentenced as follows: You 

must return everything you have stolen.  
And you must work five hours a week for 
six weeks picking up trash from the park. 
Otherwise you’ll be handed over to Judge 
Peebles!”  He banged his stick. “The trial is 
over.”

Back home in their train quarters with 
Philip and Gloria, Amanda, staring at 
her feet, said,  “Honest.  I’ve learned a lot 
from this experience.  I won’t be a thief 
anymore.”  

“That’s a relief,” Philip said. “Now you 
can settle down.”

Amanda smiled. “Well, you know, I do 
have to collect that trash.  And I have to 
return all those things I stole.  Actually, I 
want to.”

“Good for you,” Gloria said. “That shows 
good spirit.”

“I even thought of a way to do it,” she 
said.

 “How?” Philip asked, suddenly feeling a 
little nervous.

“The train, dude.  Man, I loved that 
ride.  And how you did it.  Didn’t think you 
had it in you.  Big surprise.  Way cool.  So 
you gave me this idea.  I’ll use the train to 
return all that junk, then take it for a spin.  
Think of it Philip, right down the Turnpike 
to Denver.  Like, totally awesome.”

Philip took a big sigh and shook his 
head back and forth.  Amanda was back —
totally.  

THE END.

Text copyright © 2003 by Avi
Illustrations copyright © 2003 by Timothy Bush
Reprinted by permission of Breakfast Serials, Inc.
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Oct. 22 - Nov. 2 Mole Day
October 23

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday    Saturday  

30
Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

After School 
at the Library 
(elementary ages), 
4 p.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

29
Mills Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Mills Branch Library

Tiny Tot Time 
(infants & toddlers), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

28
Tween Book Club 
(grades 4-6), 
4 p.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

27 31
Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

1 2
Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

23
Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

After School 
at the Library 
(elementary ages), 
4 p.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

22
Mills Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Mills Branch Library

Tiny Tot Time 
(infants & toddlers), 
10:30 a.m., Natrona 
County Public Library

Family Bunco 
Night, 6:30 p.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

24
Storytime 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

25 26
Spooky Storytime,  
come in costume! 
(ages 3-5), 
10:30 a.m., 
Natrona County 
Public Library

My Trib is 
supported by

Natrona County

Public Library
natronacountylibrary.org | 577-READ

Zimmerman Family 
FoundationZ

Natrona County Public Library Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. • Friday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sunday, 1-5 p.m.


